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North Dakota Curling Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1998 by
Bob LaBonte, whose mission is to grow curling in the region. One way NDCF supports
future curlers is through fundraising. All donations are tax-deductible, and donors will
receive a receipt stating their charitable contribution. First-time donations of $250 or more
will receive a commemorative pin.

NDCF would like to highlight one generous donation from the Masset family in honor of
Pete Masset. Pete was a Vietham Veteran and a longtime member of the Capital Curling
Club. Nine years after returning from the war, Pete founded Altair Corporation, which still
operates today. Pete was a familiar sight at the curling club, along with his brother Marv.
Not only was Pete a staple in the curling community, he was an experienced hunter and
trapper, dedicated golfer, and expert pool player known as Pistol Pete. NDCF is grateful to
the Masset family for this generous donation honoring the memory of Pete.

GRANTS AWARDED

Thank you to the clubs who submitted grant applications. The NDCF provides funds
through grants that support the growth of curling. Grants are open-ended to encourage
creativity. During the last round of applications, Billings Curling Club used its funds to
create curling kits for high school students to encourage involvement in youth under 18.

DTCA PARALYMPIAN

Katie Verderber, an attorney from Last Chance Curling
Club in Helena, Montana, has been selected to
represent the United States at the Paralympics. The US
Army Veteran suffered a back injury during deployment
in Afghanistan that ultimately led to irreversible spine
damage. While attending a VA Winter Sports Clinic in
2024, she discovered curling. Katie and her five mixed
wheelchair teammates will compete to secure a medal
March 6-15in Cortina, Italy.




ARENA NATIONAL CHAMPIONS

Team Andenas-Weber, including members
Samantha Garrett, Sarah Linneman, Jennifer
Anglin, and Morgan Andenas-Weber, traveled to
Las Vegas, Nevada, in October for the Arena
National Championships. This was a mere 17 days
after qualifying due to a last-minute withdrawal.
The Sioux Falls, South Dakota, based team curled
well all week and took home the gold medal.

Bailey Vaydich, a senior in high school, and her
team represented the United States at the World
Junior B Championships held in Lohja, Finland.
Bailey attends school online so she can curl full-
time. The hard work, time, and effort have paid off
as the team finished in the top three and earned a
berth to the World Junior Championships in
Denmark in February, 2026. Team Johnson had a
phenomenal week on the world stage, losing to
Japan in the finals and capturing the silver medal.

MADISON CURLING CLUB HOSTS INTERNATIONAL MIXED DOUBLES QUALIFIER

The 2025 Madtown Double Down was held December 4-7 in Madison, Wisconsin. 60 teams
from around the world competed to take home a first place $9,800 purse and considerable
points. Teams from the United States, Canada, South Korea, Scotland, Australia, Sweden,
and Japan competed, with Canada's Ford/Campbell taking home the first-place prize.
Teams included North Dakota curlers Ann Podoll and Nathan Parry, Heidi Holt and Zach
Brenden (who placed 5" at the Junior World Championships), and Miranda Scheel curling
with Carson McMullin (MN). All three teams placed in the top 20. The two top place US
finishers at this spiel qualified for Nationals. Teams previously qualified in Eveleth include
Rilee Kraft and Caden Kraft, Ann Podoll and Nathan Parry, Rachel Kawleski and Connor
Kauffman, and Ella Fleming and Jackson Bestland. Christine McMakin and Sam Strouse
recently qualified for Nationals based on points.
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