
Spring 2024 [Type here] Page 1 

 

 
Team Ponzio represented the USA at the Youth 
Olympic Games in Gangwon, South Korea. The mixed 
junior team won the trials held at the Denver Curling 
Club in September. Two members of the gold medal 

team, Owen Nelson 
and Zach Brenden, 
and their coach in 
Gangwon, Dave 
Jensen, curl out of 
the Capital Curling 
Club in Bismarck, 
ND. The two high 
school seniors 
teamed up with 
Teagan Thurston 
and Kenna Ponzio.  

The team of Youth Olympians was the first team to 
qualify for playoffs with a record of 6-1, and lost to 
Switzerland in the quarterfinals.  Well done, Team USA! 
Photo Credit: Becky Duffy                               
 
 
 
                                       

 
 
  

Team Giroux (Allie Giroux, Tessa Thurlow, Ella 
Fleming, Brooke Giroux, and Savannah Koch) won 
gold at the Junior National Championships held at 
the Eau Claire Curling Club. Team USA will travel to 
Finland to compete at the World Junior B 
Championship in December. Tessa curls out of Fargo-
Moorhead Club and Ella curls out of the Capital Club. 
Both will proudly represent North Dakota. Good 
curling in Finland, ladies!  
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Team Berg Wins Club Nationals 
Ryan Berg, Tim Hodek, Josh Moore, Randy Askew, and Ethan 
Sampson will represent the USA at the first ever Everest North 
American Curling Club Championships in Lafayette, CO.  CBS 
Sports is calling this “The Cross Border Clash of the Year.” Tune 
into CBS Sports to watch the USA/Canadian battle in September.  
Photo Credit: Tiffany Scheel & Bruce Bernstein 
 

Dave Staveteig, former head USA Curling Icemaker, was inducted into 
the USA Curling Hall of Fame on April 5 for his dedication to curling and 
making ice. He is the first icemaker to be conducted into the Hall of 
Fame. Thank you for all your hard work, and congratulations on your 
accomplishments! 

The Curtis Cup Sportsmanship Award is voted on by the 
athletes at the U21 National Championships. The 2024 
recipient is Team Brenden from the Capital Curling Club. 
Team members include Miles Grabow, Connor Grabow, 
Owen Nelson, and Zach Brenden. 

The Katie Beck Award is given to a 
player at U21 Nationals who is 
coachable, has a true love for the sport 
of curling, and plays in the second 
position. This award voted on by the 
officials was given to Ella Fleming from 
Capital Curling Club.  
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NDCF Awards Grants to DTCA Clubs 

Missoula Curling Club was awarded grant money to host a 2-day learn to curl event for 535 high school 
students in March 2024. Freshmen and sophomores learn to curl during their scheduled one-hour PE class. 
Instruction provided by local volunteers hopes to increase the future growth of curling. 

 

 

 

Last Chance Curling Club was awarded grant money to purchase Floor Curling equipment. Floor Curl allows 
curling to be brought to community events, fundraising opportunities, and school functions in Helena, 
Montana. Affected by limited ice availability, Last Chance will be able to provide affordable curling instruction 
and community outreach with the Floor Curl equipment. 

Sioux Falls Curling Club was awarded grant money to host a 4-week instructional youth league. 28 participants 
from the ages of 7-14 were provided instruction during 1-hour sessions from 15 volunteer club members. In 
addition to the improvement of the participant’s skills, the Club noticed other benefits, such as parents 
expressing interest in curling themselves and involvement of first-time club volunteers. Sioux Falls hopes to 
use this event as a stepping stone to a full-time permanent Youth League. 
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Support the NDCF Mission

North Dakota Curling Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission is to grow curling in 
the region.  One way the North Dakota Curling Foundation supports future curlers is through fundraising.  All 
donations are tax-deductible, and donors will receive a receipt stating their charitable contribution.  First-time 
donors of $250 or more will receive a commemorative pin.  The family of Jon Mielke encouraged donations be 
made to the Foundation in lieu of flowers to honor Jon’s passion of growing curling.  Donations honoring Jon 
have totaled $8,065. The Foundation thanks all contributors and wishes to especially thank the following major 
donors:  

Ailsa Craig Gold Medalists ($2,500 or more)  

Doug Prchal and Tara Holt 

Steve and Tiffany Scheel 

Ailsa Craig Silver Medalists ($1,000-$2,499) 

Marv and Barb Masset  

Ailsa Craig Bronze Medalists ($250 to $999) 

Curt and Marlene Bradbury 

Sarah and Craig Felchle 

Dave and Nancy Jensen 

Ryan and Jillian Lagasse 

Chris and Pat Sjue

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Chris Sjue - President     701-471-1707
 cssjue@gmail.com 

Roger Smith - Secretary     701-400-6283
 rogercsmitty@gmail.com 

Nancy Jensen - Treasurer     701-226-3084
 dj@bis.midco.net 

Ann Podoll     701-200-0398
 ann.podoll@gmail.com 

Joann Kitchens     701-351-3633
 kitchens@dvl.midco.net 

Tara Holt     tholt@bis.midco.net 

 

  

NORTH DAKOTA CURLING FOUNDATION WEBSITE 

www.ndcurling.org 

Check out the Mielke Library of Curling page containing timeless articles written by 
Jon Mielke for USA Curling News. 

http://www.ndcurling.org/


 

NORTH DAKOTA CURLING FOUNDATION, INC. 

DONATION FORM 

DONOR        

Name: _____________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________  

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________________________________________ 

CONTRIBUTION  

Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of $____________________________________________ 

          $2,500 or more - Ailsa Craig Gold Medalist (donor receives a gold commemorative pin)   

          $1,000 to $2,499 - Ailsa Craig Silver Medalist (donor receives a silver commemorative pin)  

          $250 - $999 - Ailsa Craig Bronze Medalist (donor receives a bronze commemorative pin)  

I wish to make my donation as: A direct donation          In memory of         In honor of  

          Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

Please send notification of my/our gift (excluding the amount) to:  

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail your completed form and tax-deductible gift to:  

North Dakota Curling Foundation, Inc.  
c/o Nancy L. Jensen, Treasurer  
165 East Independence Avenue  
Bismarck, ND 58503-0465  
 

All donations will be acknowledged by return letter and receipt to the donor. If you do not 

wish to have your donation recognized in the NDCF newsletter, please check here.    


