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 Curling Becomes North Dakota’s Offical State Sport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United States Curling Hall of Famer Passes Away 

North Dakota Curling Legend, Jon Mielke, passed away on February 28, 2023 at the age of 70. Jon was one of the 
founding members of the Capital Curling Club. In 2012 he was inducted into the United States Curling Hall of Fame. He 
shared his passion through coaching and conducting instructor courses. Jon was a driving force behind growing and 
promoting the sport of curling, especially in North Dakota.  

Jon was a member of the North Dakota Curling Foundation Board until his passing. The Foundation accepts 
donations to continue Jon’s vison of growing the sport of curling with a focus on youth. Online donations can be given to 
the Foundation in memory of Jon at https://www.ndcurling.org/.  

 

 

 

  

Alaina, a 6th grader from Bismarck, made it her mission to make curling North Dakota’s state sport. Alaina 
brought her friend Etta to help testify their case to lawmakers. The bill eventually passed the Senate by a vote of 
30-17 and the House by 72-21. Governor Doug Burgum signed the bill on  
March 23, 2023, during a ceremony at the Capital Curling Club. 

 

https://www.ndcurling.org/
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Foundation Welcomes New Board Member 
The North Dakota Curling Foundation elected Tara Holt to fill the sixth seat on the board. Tara is a former curler from 
Bismarck. She was on the host committee for World Curling Championships and has a passion for curling. Tara has been 
instrumental in setting up a link on the NDCF website to allow international donations to the Foundation.  

 

Board of Directors 
Chris Sjue-President, 701-471-1707, cssjue@gmail.com 

Roger Smith-Secretary, 701-400-6283, 
 rogercsmitty@gmail.com 

Nancy Jensen-Treasurer, 701-226-3084, dj@bis.midco.net 

Ann Podoll, 701-200-0398, ann.podoll@gmail.com 

Joann Kitchens, 701-351-3633, kitchens@dvl.midco.net 

Tara Holt, tholt@bis.midco.net

NDCF Provides Travel Assistance Grants to Teams 
The North Dakota Curling Foundation provides travel assistance grants based on location to North Dakota teams ranging 
between $500-$1,500. This season, 8 junior teams and 4 adult teams received grants totaling up to $11,500 total. These 
grants were made possible by Steve and Tiffany Scheel and SCHEELS and donations to NDCF. National locations included 
Rock Creek Curling (U18), Denver Coliseum (Men’s & Women’s), Denver Curling Club (Mixed), Wausau Curling Club (Clubs), 
and Broomstones Curling Club (U21).

ND Historical Society looking for 
Memorabilia 
The North Dakota Historical Society Museum is 
interested in memorabilia to commemorate curling as 
North Dakota’s offical state sport. If you are willing to 
donate any brooms, sweaters, shoes, curling stones, 
or other curling items that tell the history of our sport 
of curling, contact them at 701-328-2666 or visit 
history.nd.gov.  

ND State Archives looking for 
Documents 
The State Archives is interested in curling 
publications and documents. Examples include state 
playdown pamphlets, club meeting minutes (even 
from closed clubs), club or state directories, photos, 
or any historical documents. Contact the State 
Archives at 701-328-2091 or archives@nd.gov.  

 

 

North Dakota Curling Foundation has a Website 
Check out the website recently created for the North Dakota Curling Foundation! 

www.ndcurling.org 

NDCF thanks Rusty Dahlin for his work in creating this site! 
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Support the NDCF Mission
The foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission is to grow curling in the region. One way the North 
Dakota Curling Foundation supports future curlers is through fundraising. All donations are tax-deductible and donors will 
receive a receipt stating their charitable contribution. First-time donors of $250 or more will receive a commemorative 
pin. 2022 saw a near-record number of total donation amount and number of donations and so far in 2023, over $19,000 
has been raised. The family of Jon Mielke requested donations be made to the Foundation in lieu of flowers to honor Jon’s 
passion of growing curling. Donations honoring Jon have totaled over $7,000. The Foundation thanks all contributors and 
wishes to especially thank the following major donors during 2022:  

Ailsa Craig Gold Medalists ($2,500 or more) 

Steve and Tiffany Scheel 
Doug Prchal and Tara Holt 

Ailsa Craig Silver Medalists ($1,000-$2,499) 
Marvin and Barbara Masset Family 

Brad and Jackie Thomas 
Ailsa Craig Bronze Medalists ($250 to $999) 

Dave and Nancy Jensen 
Chuck Horter 

Curt and Marlene Bradbury 
Chris Sjue 

Dwayne and Kathie Schmidt 
Sarah and Craig Felchle 

Rick and Janet Tangedahl 
Ben and Kris Tucker 

 

North Dakota Participants at U18 Nationals at Rock Creek Curling in Lafayette, CO

 



DONOR

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Phone

CONTRIBUTION

Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of $

$2,500 or more - Ailsa Craig Gold Medalist (donor will receive a gold commemorative pin)

$1,000 to $2,499 - Ailsa Craig Silver Medalist (donor will receive a silver commemorative pin)

$250 - $999 - Ailsa Craig Bronze Medalist (donor will receive a bronze commemorative pin)

I wish to make my donation as:

A direct donation In memory of In honor of

Name

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Please send notification of my/our gift (excluding the amount) to:

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Mail your completed form and tax-deductible gift to:

North Dakota Curling Foundation, Inc.

c/o Nancy L. Jensen, Treasurer

165 East Independence Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58503-0465

All donations will be acknowledged by return letter and receipt to the donor.

If you do not wish to have your donation recognized in the NDCF newsletter, please check here

NORTH DAKOTA CURLING FOUNDATION, INC.

DONATION FORM


