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Banner Year for Youth Participation and Competitive Success

The number of North Dakota youth teams playing in competitive events was at an all-time high
during the 2021-22 curling season. Nineteen boys and girls teams played in the 2022 North
Dakota high school tournament in Bismarck, and 11 teams played in the region’s U18 playdowns
in Williston. Another eight teams played in the state U14 championship in Devils Lake.

North Dakota curling teams had an extremely successful 2021-22 curling season. North
Dakota’s mixed (Fargo’s Team Workin) and men’s club (Grafton’s Team Tucker) teams both
advanced to semi-finals in national competition, and the women’s club team (Bismarck’s Team
Smith) came within one win of qualifying. A girls team skipped by Miranda Scheel (Fargo) won
the national U18 championship, and Scheel also skipped the team that won the national junior
title. On the junior men’s side, the national championship team was skipped by Ethan Sampson
from Fargo/Devils Lake.

Team North Dakota — 2022 National U18 Champions
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Team Scheel — 2022 National Junior Champions

A team skipped by Ella Fleming (Bismarck) won the Spirit of Curling Award at the national
junior championships, and Heidi Holt (Bismarck) was named the event’s Rookie of the Year.

North Dakota Youth Participants in 2022 National Junior Championships
Travel Assistance Grants

The Foundation provided a record number of travel assistance grants to North Dakota teams
during the 2021-22 curling season. Grants range from $500 to $1,500 depending on where the
national championships are played. Last season’s championship sites included Eveleth,
Minnesota (club nationals), Fort Wayne, Indiana (U18), Stevens Point, Wisconsin (Juniors), and
Rochester, New York (Mixed). During the past season travel grants totaling $8,500 were given
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to eight youth and three adult teams. Seven of the eleven grants were made possible thanks to
generous donations from Steve and Tiffany Scheel and SCHEELS.

Membership Grants

In July 2021 the Foundation contacted all the curling clubs in North Dakota, South Dakota, and
Montana and invited them to apply for grants designed to recruit new members and to retain
existing members. Clubs with active youth programs were also encouraged to submit grant
requests to help train coaches. Two grant applications were submitted and approved. The new
curling club in Billings, Montana, was awarded $1,000 to purchase a mobile dryland curling-in-
a-gym set to help run curling awareness and recruitment outreach programs in schools and at
public and corporate events.

The Last Chance Curling Club in Helena, Montana, will also receive $1,000. The club was

established in 2020 and will use the funds to run a one-day skills camp to help club members
elevate their curling skills and to learn more about game strategy. The North Dakota Curling
Foundation is happy to be able to help grow the sport of curling all across the states of North
Dakota, South Dakota, and Montana that comprise the Dakota Territory Curling Association.

Foundation Fundraising

The North Dakota Curling Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation whose mission is to
support and grow curling in the region. All donations to the Foundation are tax-deductible. The
Foundation’s 2022 fundraising effort have generated income thus far totaling $13,725. The
Foundation thanks all contributors and wishes to especially thank the following major donors:

Ailsa Craig Gold Medalists ($2,500 or more)
Steve and Tiffany Scheel
Marvin and Barbara Masset

Ailsa Craig Bronze Medalists ($250 to $999)
Curt and Marlene Bradbury
Chuck Horter
Chris Sjue
Roger and Shera Smith

A Foundation donation form is attached for your consideration and use. All contributors will
receive a receipt noting their charitable contribution, and first-time contributors of $250 or more
will receive a commemorative pin. Anyone with questions or suggestions is encouraged to
contact any of the board members listed below.

Foundation Board Members

Chris Sjue, President 701-471-1707 cssjue@gmail.com

Roger Smith, Secretary 701-400-6283 rogercsmitty@gmail.com
Nancy Jensen, Treasurer 701-226-3084 dj@bis.midco.net

Jon Mielke 701-226-3157 joncarolmielke@gmail.com
Ann Podoll 701-200-0398 ann.podoll@gmail.com
Joann Kitchens 701-351-3633 kitchens@dvl.midco.net
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Mielke Announces Resignation

Jon Mielke has announced his resignation from the North Dakota Curling Foundation’s board of
directors effective June 30, 2023. Jon has served on the board since the Foundation was created
in 1998. He has been involved with the sport of curling for 50 years and was a founding member
of Bismarck’s Capital Curling Club. He held every position on the North Dakota Curling
Association’s board of directors and was a vice president of the United States Curling
Association. He headed the USCA’s Instruction Committee for six years and wrote over 40
training articles during his nine years as a columnist for US Curling News. He was the chairman
of the 2002 World Men’s and Women’s Curling Champions and the 2002 World Senior Curling
Championships. In 2012 he was elected into the United States Curling Hall of Fame.

Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
With wife Carol and son Matt Presenting the Award

Jon was a Level Il instructor and coach. He coached primarily junior teams for 20 years and
helped his teams win five silver and bronze medals at national championships. He was a 1997
North Dakota state men’s curling champion and won four state men’s senior championships. His
team was runner-up in the 2004 national senior championship and he was a skip on the 2012
Men’s Scotland Tour team. Jon and his wife Carol recently moved to the Twin Cities. Anyone
one who wants to stay in touch with Jon can reach him at 701-226-3157 or at
joncarolmielke@gmail.com.

The Foundation’s board of directors extends its deepest gratitude and appreciation to Jon and his
wife Carol for all their years of service and dedication to the Foundation and to curling all across
North Dakota and beyond. Anyone who is interested in serving on the Foundation’s board of
directors should contact one of the board members listed on the preceding page.
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NORTH DAKOTA CURLING FOUNDATION DONATION FORM

Name
Email
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone

Please accept my gift of:

____$2,500 or more — Donors will be Ailsa Craig Gold Medalists
(Donors will receive a corresponding commemorative pin)

$1,000 to $2,499 — Donors will be Ailsa Craig Silver Medalists
(Donors will receive a corresponding commemorative pin)

__$250to $999 — Donors will be Ailsa Craig Bronze Medalists
(Donors will receive a corresponding commemorative pin)

Other

If you would like to make a memorial donation, please indicate
the name of the person your gift memorializes.

Mail your tax-deductible gift to:
North Dakota Curling Foundation, Inc.

AILSA CRAIG

c/o Nancy L. Jensen, Treasurer T st

165 Independence Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58503-0465
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